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The Foire Santé 2011, a health sector initiative stemming from the Planification communautaire du Grand Sudbury, took place on Friday, October 21, 2011 and Saturday, October 22, 2011 at Collège Boréal. It was a great success thanks to the tireless efforts of Kim Morris and Paul-André Gauthier, event Co-Chairs and the support of Judith Kambanda, Project Coordinator. 
The health fair’s main goals included raising awareness within the Francophone population on health care and related community services available in French throughout Greater Sudbury, educating youth and encouraging them to consider health care career opportunities in French, and allowing the participants to expand their knowledge and take ownership of their health through interactive displays and mini workshops.
Greater Sudbury high school students, Collège Boréal and Laurentian University students, teachers, professors and Collège Boréal staff, as well as health care professionals and members of the general public attended the health fair.
The overall theme on Friday, October 21, 2011 was Vivre en santé (Healthy Living). In the afternoon, participants attended mini workshops offered by health professionals. In addition, over 100 participants attended a late afternoon panel entitled: L’avenir de la santé en français et le futur des soins de santé (The Future of Health in French and Health Care Prospects). The panel of experts including Denis Constantineau, Executive Director of the Centre de santé communautaire du Grand Sudbury, France Jodoin, Executive Director of the Réseau du mieux-être francophone du Nord de l’Ontario, Richard Joly, Chief Executive Officer of the North East Community Care Access Centre and Dr. Denis-Richard Roy, President and Chief Executive Officer of Health Sciences North, shared their vision on the future of French health care services in Northern Ontario.
On Saturday, October 22, 2011, the overall theme was Vieillir en santé (Healthy Aging). Over 50 participants attended a panel entitled: L’art de vieillir en santé (The Art of Healthy Aging) led by professionals from health, financial, and cultural sectors. Panel experts included Stéphane Plante, Retail Banking Director for Caisse populaire des Voyageurs inc., Désirée Chartrand, public health nurse for the Sudbury & District Health Unit, Alexia Presello, registered nurse and nutritionist and Roger Gervais, Executive Director of the Centre franco-ontarien de folklore de Sudbury. The panellists shared interesting information on subjects of common interest regarding senior health issues such as nutrition, physical activity, protecting one’s finances and estate, as well as culture’s impact on one’s health.
We offer our sincere thanks to the event Co-Chairs, Kim Morris and Paul-André Gauthier. They have devoted their time and effort over the past year to organize the Foire Santé 2011. We also thank the members of the Greater Sudbury health sector for participating in the creation and organization of the Foire Santé 2011.

Finally, we would like to thank Service Canada for their generous financial support of this project.
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